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Shenzhen local culture

Happy Migrations:Cultivating Future Shenzheners
through the “Art Sprouts” Program at the Longheu Girls’
School Art Gallery ”

Zhang Kaiqin, Mary Ann O’Donnell ®

Abstract: Anyone who moves to a new city to work and live quickly discovers
that building a sense of identity and belonging in their new home is a difficult and
tortuous process. This is especially true for migrant workers. From 2016 through
2018, Shenzhen Handshake 302 Art Center ran the three-year “Art Sprouts" project
at Longheu Girls’ School Art Gallery in Dalang, L.onghua District. The project aimed
to provide high-quality art creative education for the children of migrant workers
who had settled in Langkou Community, Dalang Subdistrict, LLonghua District.
Although these immigrants did not have Shenzhen hukou, nevertheless, through the
relatively advanced settlement and education policies of the city, their children could
attend primary and junior middle school locally. This paper reviews the concepts
and practical effects of social art education in this project, as well as the limitations

of child friendly urban planning space on community and children's development,

(@ This article is the result of “Art Sprouts” program of Hand shake 302. Handshake 302 is a civil and
non-governmental organization, which grew out of the “Handshake 302" public art project. In 2013,
Mary Ann O’Donnell, Zhang Kaiqin, Wu Dan, Liu He and Lei Sheng launched the project in Baishizhou,
Shenzhen’s most iconic urban village.Handshake 302 aims to return art to ordinary people, introduce
cultural vitality in areas with limited access to public cultural resources, discover and share community
wisdom, exploring the potential of urban space through art. The organization encourages people to
participate in artistic activities and give full play to their creativity, regardless of background because art
stimulates thinking, expression and communication. They believe that art should belong to everyone who
contributes to the city.

(@ Zhang Kaiqin, Cofounder of the public art project "Handshake 302,” member of China Sculpture
Society and yatoo-i member of the Korea International Natural Art Organization. Mary Ann O’Donnell,
Cofounder of the public art project, “Handshake 302,” holds a Ph.D. in Anthropology and is co-editor

of Learning From Shenzhen.
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asking, how should community art education cultivate a sense of belonging for the

children of Shenzhen’s migrant workers?

Keywords: Longheu Girls’ School, Community Art Education, Staying in

Place, Children’s Geography
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